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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A S 4 a D:ſcourſe was 
delivered from the pulpit in a free manner, 
without notes, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that every 
expreſſion will be the ſame exactly, as when 
it was preached ; but the ſubſtance it the ſame, 
and the expreſſion as near as could be recovered. 
The Author is ſenſible there is nothing to recom- 
mend it to the notice of the Public, but the plain 
truths of God therein contained, and the happy 
experience of the dear child in ber laſt moments. 
f be requeſt of Friends ; a conviction that 
fuch an inſtance of God's goodneſs ſhould not 
; | | be ht in oblivion ; and a hope that the peruſal 
| of it may be bleſſed to ſome minds, are his reaſons 
for publiſhing it. 


EARLY RELIGION Evidenced, 
Sc. &c, 


Marr. xix. 14. * 

But Teſus ſaid, Suffer little Children, and 

forbid them not to come unto me: for 
of fuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 


T HE reaſon I addreſs my preſent 
auditoty from 'theſe words, is, the 
uſe the dear deceaſed child made 
of them a few days previous to her departure. 
It is right ſeriouſly to obſerve, and diligently 
to improve the diſpenſations of Divine Pro- 
vidence. The death of friends and relatives, 
is a loud call to ſurvivors; we may, in a 
ſenſe, ſay of departing friends, with a Poet 
and Divine of the eſtabliſhed church, 


„For us they langyiſh, and for ur they die.“ 


Their deceaſe is „as it were, a divine voice; 
ſaying to us, Prepare to meet your God.“ 


, Night Thoughts, | 
1 The 


| (0 pe 
The occaſion on which the words of our 


text were ſpoken, was this; ſome little chil- 


dren were brought to the ever bleſſed Jeſus, 


that he ſhould put his hands on them and 


pray. One Evangeliſt calls them young 
children, another infants*. It is probable 


they were very young, not more than two 
or three years of age at moſt. Very likely 


they were brought by parents, guardians, or 


' nurſes, who entertained very exalted ideas 


of our Lord, believed in him, and received 
bleſſings from him, which rendered them 
deſirous, that the little children ſhould par- 


take of the benefits, Chriſt fo freely beſtowed. 


And I am perſuaded, Sirs, if you -and I 
have believed in Jeſus, with our hearts unto 
righteouſneſs, we ſhall alſo be ſolicitous con- 
cerning our little ones and acquaintance, that 


they may be brought to receive bleſſings 


from him whom we ſu premely love, and de- 
light to ſerve.— It is ſaid in the verſe pre- 
ceding the text, the diſciples rebuked them. 


he diſciples, though good men, whoſe 
hearts were ſo far influenced by divine grace, 


as to incline and enable them to forſake all, 
and follow their bleſſed vey were not- 


Mark x. 13, 3 Luke wiii. 15. | 
withſtanding, 


* 
withſtanding, groſsly ignorant, in many re- 
ſpects, of the nature and ſubje&s of that 
kingdom, which the Lord Jeſus came to 
eſtabliſh among men, till after his death and 
reſurrection; yea till the day of Pentecoſt, 
when the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon them 
in the moſt remarkable manner, and expelled 
darkneſs from their minds. —I imagine they 
thought, if the cuſtom once obtained, of 
bringing children to the Lord to be bleſſed, 
it would fatigue him, take up too much of 
his time, and keep him from performing 
things of more importance; miſtaken men! 
he came to ſeek and to fave the loſt, little 
children as well as perſons of mature age. 
In diſcourſing upon the text, we would at- 
tempt, by divine aſſiſtance, to draw * 
attention: ; 

I. To the dignified character of him * 
ſpake it, . Jeſus ſaid? 

II. To the exhortation or command, 
56 Suffer little children, and forbid them not 
* to come unto me;“ 

III. To the reaſon aſſigned, For of ſuch 
„is the kingdom of heaven.“ 

1. Let us attend to the dignified character 
of him who ſpake the words under conſide- 
ration; it is Jeſus the Saviour of the human 

A 4 race | 
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ace! When we contemplate him in 1* 
ſuperior nature, we muſt behold him rag | 
nitely glorious ! He is over all, God bleſſed 
for ever": poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfection. 
In his preſence the brighteſt angels veil their 
faces with their wings, being dazzled with 
his ineffable glory! And if the ſeraphic 
hoſt be incapable of gazing on him with 
ſteadfaſt eyes, much more incapable are 
we of forming ſuitable ideas of his — 
; Majeſty ! | 
Would you was hit views Sins of 
the prophets had of him? Micah tells you, 
his Goings forth have been from of old, 
« from everlaſting,” or from the days of 
eternity*: Iſaiah, by the Holy Spirit, de- 
clares him to be The Mighty God, the 
1 | Everlaſting Father, or the Father of Eter- 
| nity, the Prince of Peace“. The fame 
inſpired writer doth as it were preſent him 
Þ to our wondering eyes, meaſuring the wa- 
| ters in the hollow of his hand, and meting 
f out the heavens with his ſpan, ſtretching 
| them out as a curtain, 'and ſpreading them 
as a tent to dwell ins! Behold, faith he 
again, the nations are as a top of a bucket, 


"IQ n a 4 II. ix. 6. 
=. £ If, xl. 12, and 22. | | 


and 
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and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the ba- 
lance ; behold he taketh up the iſles as a 
very little thing; all nations before him are 
as nothing, and they are counted to him leſs 
than nothing, and vanity*. He is Jehovaly, 
the ſelf- exiſtent being, who gives being to 
all creatures' ; and keeps them in exiſtence, 3 
by the word of his power*. He is the great 
and eternal I AM,” The firſt and the 
* laſt*,” The ſame yeſterday, and to day, 
** and for ever.“ Poſſeſfing all the divine 
attributes equally with the Father. But let 
us behold him in his human nature, for 
wonderful to tell! the fame glorious Being 
of whom we have been attempting to ſpeak, - 
took upon him our nature! Ves! fuch was 
his amazing love to ſinners, that he left the 
boſom of the Father, to dwell in the Vir- 
gin's womb! The Son of God, the Son of 
his nature, his love, and his likeneſs, be- 
came the Son of Man! God was manifeſt 
in the fleſh*!”” The word became fleſh, 
and dwelt among men?! He left the height 
of glory, for the depth of abaſement ; the 
ſummit of bliſs, for the deepeſt miſery | He 


II. xl. rg, and 17. a I Al. 3. ni. 3. 
4 Heb. i. 3. $5 Exod. iii. 14. Rev. i. 11. 7 Heb. xii, 8. 
J. Tim. iii, 36, John i. 14. 
. left 


(- 10 ) 
+ left theadoration of angels, to be blaſphemed 
by finful men! The Prince of Life“, 
% the Lord of Glory?,” aſſumed the nature 
of man, that he might die the ignominious 
death of the croſs! And viewing him as 
man, we muſt confeſs, he is the faireſt among 
the ſons of men ! he was perfectly free from 
ſin, from the moment of his conception till he 
expired on Cal vary: he was not formed in 
the womb, according to the common courſe 
of nature ; but by the immediate power of 
the Holy Spirit : the Holy Ghoſt came upon 
his Virgin-mother, and the power of the 
Higheſt overſhadowed her: therefore the 
Holy Thing, which was born of her, is the 
Son of God*. And being perfectly holy, it 
was his meat and drink to do the will of his 
Father. View him in his complex character, 
of God and Man in one perſon, Immanuel, 
« God with us“; and you will perceive 
him to be unſpeakably glorious! The 
«  chiefeſt among ten thouſands,” and al- 
together lovely]! As mediator he is full of 
grace and truth' . The Holy Spirit was not 
given by meaſure unto him”: In him dwel- 
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* leth all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily?,” 
that is perfectly, completely. We might here 
much enlarge, not only on the perſonal character 
of Chriſt, but alſo upon his office characters: 
here I might treat of him as the prophet 
whom the Father raiſed up*, to teach poor 
ignorant ſinners, and make them wiſe to 
falvation. I might hold him up to your 
conſideration, as the high prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion?, who hath made full atonement for 
the ſins of all them, who have been or ever 
ſhall be ſaved, and ever liveth to intercede for 
and pour bleſſings on the helpleſs ſouls of 
his people. And likewiſe I might preſent 
him to your view in his kingly office, ſub- 
duing ſinners by his grace, his word, and 
ſpirit to himſelf, and reigning in and over 
them. He is the king of ſaints, of grace, and 
glory, whom the Father hath ſet on his holy 
hill of Zion. I might conſider the various 
relations, he ſuſtains to believing finners ; 
as their friend, brother, and the bridegroom 
of their ſouls ; but we muſt haſten, 

II. To conſider the exhortation or com- 
mand given in our text; and ſurely each of 
us, ought to give the utmoſt attention to 


Col. i. 9 | * Ads ff. 23. * Heb. ii, 1. Pf fl. 6. 
that 


to Þ bring your children to him. You ſhould 


KN 5 


chat which has been ſpoken by this glorious 
_ perſon ; © Suffer little e and forbid 
„ them not to come unto me. 


The meaning of our bleſſed Lord ſeems to 
be, not merely, that children ſhould be ſuf- 
fered or permitted to come, or be brought 
unto him; but alſo that all proper means 


| ſhould be uſed to encourage them to come, 


and to bring them to him. You clearly per- 


_ - ceive, that circumſtanced as we are, it is not 


poſhble for us to bring our little ones to 
Chriſt literally, or in the ſenſe thofe highly 
favoured children, mentioned in our context, 
were brought to him; for he is now, as to 
his bodily preſence, in heaven, where he will 


continue till the appointed period of his ſe- 


cond coming: but in a moral and ſpiritual 
ſenſe, children may now approach him, and 
ſuch of us, who have the care of any, 


' ſhould, in this ſenſe, endeavour to bring 


them to him, who is as willing to receive 


little ones into his protection as ever he was. 


But let it be obſerved, it is very impro- 


bable, that you who have never come to 


Jeſus yourſelves, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, who 
have never ſought to him for bleſſings for 
your own ſouls, will be ſincerely deſirous 


ſeek 


ID (18: ). 
to be bleſſed by him yourſelves ; then and 
not till then, will you be ſolicitous for your 
children to receive ſpiritual benefits from him. 
It is a lamentable conſideration, that ſome 

people not only ſtand alpof from Chriſt 
themſelves, but likewiſe endeavour to prevent 
others from ſeeking ſalvation through him. 

If there be any perſon preſent, whoſe rebel- | 
lious heart hath prompted him to hinder, even 
a little child from hearing the goſpel, and 


coming to Jeſus in his own appointed way, _ 


let him tremble at the thought of having 
ſlighted the exhortation, and violated the 
command of him, who is conſtituted judge 
of all“! 

The Lord Jeſus will ſhew reſentment to 
them, who prevent children from coming 
to him; yet we are not to ſuppoſe that he 
commands them to be brought unto him, 
becauſe they are amiable beings, in a moral 
light: no, for they are all ſhapen in iniquity, -, 
and conceived in fin*; they are by nature - 
the children of wrath3 ; they go aſtray from 
the womb, ſpeaking lies“: this is the teſti- 
mony God' bears concerning them in his 


1 Acts x. 42. N K. 5. Epheſ. it. 3. 


pf. Iviii, 3. 
word, 


tw) 


word, and to ſpeak in the language of inſpi- 
ration, Let God be true, but every mana 
liar. He does not invite them to come to 
him, becauſe they are lovely creatures, but 
to make them ſuch ; he does not take them 
into his arms, becauſe they are bleſſed by 
nature, but to bleſs them. Some means we 
ought to uſe to endeavour to bring our chil- 
dren to the bleſſed Saviour; let us now men- 
tion them: we ſhould dedicate them to him 
according to his own ordinance ; we ſhould 
devote them, give them up to God from 
their infancy: we ſhould attempt to pray 
earneſtly and frequently, with and for them, 
that the Lord would regenerate their hearts, 
and make them a ſeed 'to ſerve him. As 
reaſon dawns, as their young minds begin to 
open, we ſhould teach them, as far as is in 
our power, the principles of our holy reli- 
gion, reading and explaining the word of 
God to them, telling them of the total de- 
pravity of their nature, and the need they 
ftand in of divine grace, of the willingneſs 
and ability of the Lord Jeſus to ſave ſinners, 
young and old. We ſhould bring them in 
their early days to the public worſhip of 
God, where the gol pel is preached, and the 
Lord's people join together in prayer and 
praiſe. 
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praiſe. Thus we ought to ſtrive to bring 
them up in the way they ſhould go, in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, look- 
ing to him for his bleſſing to attend our 
endeavours. Great encouragement. is af- 
forded us ſo to do, from the love our con- 
deſcending Saviour hath manifeſted to little 
children, and by his commanding them 
to be brought to him. But let” us now 
attend, | 
III. To the reaſon aſſigned in the text, 
« For of ſueh is the kingdom of heaven.“ 
By the kingdom of heaven, in this connec- 
tion, we are to underſtand, I apprehend, 
the church of Chriſt, under the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, the kingdom he came to eſtabliſh 
among men in this world, and the church in 


heaven, the kingdom of glory. Our bleſſed =Y 


Lord informs us, in theſe words, that the 
ſubjects of the kingdom of heaven, the 
members of the church on earth, and the 
church in glory, are partly compoſed of little 
children, Of ſuch is the kingdom of 
heaven,” faith the meek and loving Saviour z 
plainly aſſerting, that children are members 
of his church, as well as perſons-of mature 


: Epheſ. vi. 4. 
age 3 


<( 16) 
age; for which reaſon he commands, that 
they may be permitted to come unto him, 
For of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” 
The church may be called a kingdom, be- 
cauſe it is a community, in which there is 
a king, poſſeſſed of ſupreme authority; there 
are many ſubjects, on whom great immu- 
nities are conferred, and to whom precepts 
are given, for the regulation of their conduct. 
The king is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; My 
« kingdom is not of this world, faid he to 
Pilate, intimating that he was a king, and 
had a kingdom, though not of this world. 
His kingdom is not founded on worldly 
principles, nor ſupported by worldly policy, 
neither is it deſigned for worldly grandeur ; 
it is of a ſpiritual nature, and he in his me- 
diatorial capacity, is inveſted with ſupreme 
dominion ; hear what he ſaid to his diſciples 
after his reſurrection, . All power is given 
4 unto me in heaven and in earth*.” The 
ſubjects of this kingdom, are of all ages, 
characters, and ſituations in life; but none 
are of this kingdom by nature, none are ad- 
mitted upon the footing of their ſuppoſed na- 
tive innocence : what the Lord ſaid to Nico- - 


' John xviii. 36. * Matt, xxviii. 18. 
| _ demus, 


k "WPF 
demas, will remain for ever true; ] ce Except 
„a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
* kingdom of God, meaning that man 
in his fallen tate, cannot truly perceive or 
enjoy the bleſſings of the kingdom of grace 
here, and of glory hereafter, unleſs he be 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit. The un- 
derſtanding of a ſinnen muſt be enlightened, 
the perverſe will ſubdued, and the affections 
fanctified by divine grace, before he can 
know and reliſh the things, which make 
for his preſent peace and eternal felicity. 
Are you become ſubjects of this kingdom by 
regenerating grace? Chriſt makes his people 
willing in the day of his power*. Great are 
the privileges beſtowed on them, who belong 
to this kingdom. Their fins are all for- 
given; they have redemption through the 
blood of Chriſt, the forgiveneſs of ſins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace: O Sirs, 
| what a privilege is this! to have all our 
iniquities caſt as a ſtone into the great deep ! 
for God to remove them from us, and re- 
member them no more for ever! The Lbrd 
grant this privilege may be ours! The 
Holy Spirit is given them to teach them, 


: John 111, 3. * Pl.cx. 3. 3 Ephel. i. 7. 
B and 
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and- guide them in all truth*, and to make 
- them meet for an inheritance among the 
faints in light! They are made partakers 
of true peace, and ſolid joy; being juſtified 
by faith, they have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt*! They have peace 
and joy in believing ; yea at times they re- 
Joice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory®! 
Precepts are given them to regulate their 
conduct by, the ſubſtance of all which is, 
« Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
« all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
« with all thy mind. Thou ſhalt love 
« thy neighbour as thyſelf!: Whatſoever 
« ye would, that men ſhould do to you, do. 
« ye even ſo to thems.” This law is writ- 
ten on their hearts by the Holy Spirit : and 
being influenced by principles of piety and 
loyalty towards their God and Saviour, and 
of juſtice and benevolence toward all men ; 
it is evident the ſubjects of this kingdom, 
are wiſer, and better; holier, and happier 
than other men. And pray what is there 
irrational, abſurd, or enthuſiaſtic, in main- 
taining, that children, as well as others, are 


* John xvi. 13. 2 Rom. v. 1. 3 I. Pet. i. 8. 
* Matt. xxii. 37, and 39. 5 Matt, vii, 12, 


of 
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of this kingdom ? Cannot God find acceſs 
to the human mind in any ſtage of life? 
And if he can, will he not? Seeing he hath 
ſaid, * I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, 
and my blefling upon thine offspring“. 
And it is faid by the Pſalmiſt, Out of 
* the mouth of babes and ſucklings, © haſt 
« thou ordained ſtrength*.” Some inſtances 
of young perfons, who have been ſubjects 
of this kingdom, we will point ont to you. 
| Joſeph was a pious youth, and but of tender 
years, when favoured with two prophetic 
dreams; he was but ſeventeen, when he 
brought to his father, the evil report of ſome 
of his brethren3. Samuel was young, when 
he began to miniſter unto the Lord ; his 
preciſe age we cannot determine, but we. 
know he was a child when he engaged in 
tabernacle ſervice. Joſiah was pious be- 
times; he was but eight years old when he 
began to reign, and in the eighth year of . 
his reign, he began to ſeek after the God 
of his father David, and ſoon began to purge 
Jeruſalem from idolatry. Timothy, we are 
informed, from a child knew the holy ſcrip- 
tures, which were able to make him wiſe 


If. xliv. 3. P ſ. viii. a. 3 Gen. xxxvii. a, g, and q. 
+ Samuel li 1. | * 
| B 2 unto 
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unto ſalvation, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus*. 
May I mention one, who has been called 
the Engliſh Joſiah, I mean Edward the VIth. 


king of England, he was remarkable for 


his piety through his reign, though quite a 
youth, for he reigned near fix years and a 
half, and died in the ſixteenth year of his 


age. And the dear child lately departed, 
whoſe death we wiſh to improve, was, there 


is good reaſon to believe, a ſubje& of divine 
grace, which I think you, who have ex- 


perienced the power of godlineſs in your own 
hearts, will not doubt, when you hear the 


gracious words which dropped from her lips 


in her laſt moments. 

I would juſt obſerve the church may be 
denominated, the kingdom of Heaven: 
Becauſe it is of heavenly origin, and its king 
is the king of heaven; its true members have 
a title to heaven, and are made meet for it. 
And I would here take notice, that by the 
% kingdom of Heaven” in the text, is 
meant, the ſtate of glory alſo, to which be- 
lievers are taken, when they have done with 
the kingdom of grace. There Chriſt is fit- 
ting on the right hand of the Father, adored 


Tim. iii. 15. 


by 
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by angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect. There Joſeph is now praiſing him, 
who was with him in, and brought him 
through all his afflictions! There Samuel 
is bleſſing the Lord, who called him by 
name, when he was a child! There Joſiah 
is ſeated upon a throne, much more glorious 
than that of David! There Timothy is 
aſcribing glory to God and the Lamb ! who 
enabled him in this lower world, to lay 
himſelf out for the good of immortal ſouls. 
And there we hope and beheve, the happy 
ſoul of the dear child, whoſe deceaſe occa- 
ſioned this diſcourſe, is divinely employed 
in ſinging praiſes to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt! Some account of her afflictions, 
and her bleſſed experience, I will now re- 
late to you, as communicated to me chiefly 
by a friend, who was an eye and ear witneſs. 
She was of- a delicate tender frame, very 
ſuſceptible of colds, and fevers. She was 
brought from ſchool May 19th, indiſpoſed 
with a rheumatic fever, which went off in 
about a fortnight ; but ſymptoms of weak- 
neſs continued, and within a week a fulneſs 
was perceived in her body ; her face appeared 
rather ſwelled, and her breathing became 
ſhorter; and by a rapid increaſe of the 

; > diſeaſe, 
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diſeaſe, an univerſal dropſy was formed. 
The beſt advice was had for her, and no 
means were ſpared for her relief. She bore 
her afflictions with patience and ſubmiſſion ; 
and when her affectionate mother ſpake to 
her on religious ſubjets, ſhe was much 
affected, and gave evidence of good deſires. 
A miniſter was requeſted to pray with her, 
which he did frequently during her illneſs ; 
ſpeaking to her at the ſame time in the moſt 
ſuitable manner he was capable of, about 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and his falvation. A few 
days before her departure, being aſked, If 

ſhe would rather live or die? She ſhed 
tears, but ſoon after ſaid to her mother, I 
« did not cry, becauſe I am unwilling to 
« die, but becauſe I cannot take you with 
« me.” She faid likewiſe to her afflicted 
parent, to this effect; The Lord has lent 
% me to you for a time, and he will take 
« me again: The Lord Jeſus loves children, 
« and he has ſaid, Suffer little children, 
« and forbid them not to come unto me; 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven: and 
« he took them into his arms, and bleſſed 
„ them.” The Wedneſday night preceding 
her diſſolution, ſhe dreamed that ſhe ſaw the 
bleſſed Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſtand- 


ing 


( 23 ) 3 
ing by her hedſide; ſhe ſaid, He looked 
« glorious indeed.” She ſaw a woman alſo, 
on the bed near her, in great diſtreſs. Her 
mother aſked her, If the thought in her 
dream, that the Lord Jeſus ſaid any thing 
to her? Yes, replied ſhe, He faid 
« glorious things, and things of glory, ſuch 
as is not in my power to relate.” On 
Saturday, the day before her death, when 
ſhe was about to be taken out in a coach 
for exerciſe and air, as on former occaſions, 
| ſhe ſaid to the maid, I ſhall die to-night!” 
After her return, ſhe took a medicine, 
agreeable to direction, and ſaid, No me- 
*« dicine will do me any good; I am not 
* for this world, I am going very faſt.” 
As the eyening came on, her breathing was 
more difficult, and laborious: it was then 
judged neceſſary, to ſcarify the legs, and 
apply bliſters, in hope of obtaining ſome 
relief; but God, who doth all things well, 
permitted the fatal ſymptoms to increaſe, 
for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, and which 
muſt be right, though to us ſhort-ſighted 
mortals, his ways are myſterious, and his 
judgments paſt finding out. She was per- 
fectly ſenſible of her approaching diſſolution, 
and ſaid, © I am going a long journey, com- 
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« fort my mother, and make her happy 
« I ſhall not ſee her of a long time; I am 
“going to ſee my father, and my ſiſter, 
« hom I have never ſeen: I am going to 
« heaven.” Obſerving thoſe around her 
weeping, the ſaid, Don't cry, I am bet- 
« ter off!. I am better off than you! Don't 
« cry for me, conſider where I am going 
« I ſee the light! I fee the light of glory! 
« My Jeſus has a crown ! a crown for-me ! 
« I am not worthy to aſk for it. She could 
ſcarcely ſpeak to be underſtood ; but ſhe was 
ſo full of divine love and joy, that with 
ſtrong efforts, ſhe went on, at ſhort intervals, 
ſaying. I am a young finner, I am 
« wicked! but God is good! I ſhall be 
«« good ſoon, I ſhall be very good to- mor- 
«« row! I want to pray, Lord bleſs me, 
% and bring me to glory, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord! Lord bleſs and com- 
« fort my mother ; bleſs all my good friends, 
« Amen!” She was now much exhauſted, 
it was not without great difficulty, ſhe could 
utter her words: being deſired not to fatigue 
herſelf ſo much with talking, ſhe anſwered, 
« I muſt ſpeak if it does fatigue me. I 
„ ſhall have reſt enough to-morrow. ... I 
«. ſhall be i in glory to-morrow, - I ſhall ſing 

| «« praiſes 
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10 praiſes. to God the Father, Son, and 
« Holy Ghoſt !'”” She could hardly articu- 
late her ſpeech, but aſked, as well as ſhe. 
could, If thoſe about her underſtood what 
ſhe faid. Still exerting herſelf, ſhe ſaid, 
with a ſmiling countenance, * My Jeſus is 
„coming! The chariot is coming!“ To 
them ſtanding by her, ſhe ſaid, Good 
« by! I don't like to ſay ſo to my mother, 
« ſhe will be unhappy. Bury me with my 
« ſiſter and mother,” meaning I ſuppoſe, 
where her mother intended to be laid, when 
time with her ſhall be no more. Soon ſhe 
ſaid, How long I am in going!“ after a 
ſhort pauſe, ſhe ſaid again, How long I 
<4 am in going!” Mrs. Lewis was then 
out of the room by the intreaties of friends, 
but wiſhed to ſee her dear child once more, 
and deſired one to aſk her, If ſhe would like 
to ſee her mother again, ſhe ſaid, Yes!” 
on which ſhe came in, took a laſt embrace, 
and retired. The dear child had juſt ſtrength 
enough to ſay, I have ſeen her, I wiſh I 
had not”! And very ſoon her immortal 
ſoul took flight to her God and Saviour, 
who comforted her heart, whilſt walking 


1 Meaning, it is yo the fight was too much for 
Mrs. Lewis. 
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through the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
She finiſhed her ſhort journey, of a little 
more than ſeven years, juſt before the clock 
ſtruck one on Lord's day morning, the 8th 
inſtant. Methinks you are now faying, 
Let my laſt end be like her's! That this 
diſcourſe, and the ſolemn occaſion of it, 
may with the divine bleſſing, conduce in 
ſome meaſure to that purpoſe, I would at- 
tempt an improvement of the ſame, by ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to you, who are of mature 
years. If children may be in the kingdom 
of grace, it behoves you, who are ſome of 
you in the midſt of, and others far advanced 
in life, to examine yourſelves, whether you 
belong to this kingdom, and partake of its 
bleſſings. Death is throwing his mortal darts 
at one and the other; he will ſoon ſtrike you; 
and if you be not in the kingdom of grace 
when yon die, you will never be admitted 
into that of glory. As an inducement to you 
to ſtrive to enter into, and receive the king- 
dom of God, let me entreat you to conſider 
well the glory of Chriſt's perſon and offices, 
and the bleſſedneſs of them, who are under 
his gracious reign. And remember he in- 
vites, not children only, but ſinners of every 
age and character, to become his ſubjects, 


and 
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and receive his bounty. Some of the moſt 
notorious rebels, have through his grace, 
been ſubdued by him, and pardoned and 
received by him | Manaſſeh rebelled much 
againſt him, and offered his own ſon a ſa- 
crifice to the Devil“; but at laſt ſubmits to 
a ſin- pardoning God, offers himſelf a living 
facrifice to him, and is accepted by him“. 
And perſecuting Saul, who breathed out 
threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the diſciples 
of the Lordi; upon ſubmitting to Jeſus 
Chriſt, finds pardon and peace, and moſt 
gladly becomes one of their number, 
and a moſt zealous defender of the faith, 

which once he deſtroyed, And Mary 
Magdalen, once poſſeſſed by, and ſubject 
to ſeven of the infernal hoſts; by the grace 
and power of Immanuel, is reſcued from 
| eternal ruin, and made a chaſte, a humble, 
and diligent follower of him who came to call 
ſinners to repentance*! And Nicodemus, a 
ſelf-righteous phariſee, whoſe ſoul was as 
dark as midnight, when he firſt came to 
Jeſus ; is by grace regenerated, and ſhews his 
love to Chriſt, at a time when he could not 


II Kings xxi. 6. * 1I.-Chron, xxxiii. 19. Acts ix. 1. 
Gal. i. 23. 5 Luks viii. 2. o John xx. 1. 
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do it without danger. Theſe trophies of vic- 
| torious grace, I mention to ſhew that Chriſt 
Jeſus came into the world to ſave the chief of 

finners : and hear what he himſelf faith to en- 
courage ſuch to ſeek ſalvation through him: 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt“; and 
again, All that the Father giveth me ſhall come 
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wiſe caſt out.. Whatever hath kept any of 
you from Chriſt hitherto, may you be enabled 
to come to him now; and prove by your own 


cxperience, that his blood cleanſeth from all 


_  fin*}-Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 


now 15 the day of falvation*! Seek to receive 
the kingdom of God, as a little child; fo ſhall 
ye enter therein. Such of you, who have 
children intraſted to your care, imitate thoſe 
pions perſons who brought theirs to Jeſus ; he 
is as willing to receive and bleſs them as ever 
be. is. If you ſhould be inſtrumental in 
bringing but one to him, there will be joy 
in heaven. And let me intreat you, my dear 
young Friends, to endeavour to come to Jeſus ; 
God help you to remember your great Creator, 


John iii. 4, and John xix 39. + Matt. xi 28. 
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and loving Redeemer, in the days of your 
youth! , Youth is a period favourable to 
religion. Your corruptions are not ſo ſtrong 
now, your paſſions are not ſo turbulent as you 
will find them to be, as you grow up into 
life; if you be ' ſpared. Your time is not 
taken, up with the cares and concerns which 
will neceſſarily come upon you, as you ad- 
voance in age; your minds are not yet engaged 
in the buſy ſcenes of this tranſient world: 

you are at a time of life in which you have 
much leiſure for prayer and meditation; may 
your young and tender minds be much em- 
ployed about God and Chriſt, and things 
heavenly and divine! There is great encou- 
ragement for you to ſeek the Lord; he hath 
ſaid, in the eighth of Proverbs, I love them 
« that love me; and thoſe that ſeek me early 
“ ſhall find me.” Be encouraged by the love 
our precious Jeſus ſhewed to children, when 
he ſojourned in this lower world; let me now 
tell youas I have told the dear child who is gone 
to glory, the Lord Jeſus loves little children. 
He hath ſaid, Suffer little children, and 
« forbid them not to come unto me; for of 
« ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” He took 
them in his arms, when he was upon earth, 
and bleſſed them. Be encouraged by her ex- 
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ample, who has lately quitted this ſinful 
world ; it has been aſſerted to me, by ſome 
who beheld her dying momen:s, that her 
mind ſeemed ſo much ſet upon prayer and 
praiſe, that ſhe appeared almoſt inſenſible of 
the pangs which it is natural to ſuppoſe muſt 
have attended her diſſolution. May you be 
enabled to believe in and love the Lord Jefus ; 
who became a child, that he might ſave and 
bleſs little children! And be obedient to 
your parents, and thoſe who have the care 
of you, ſo ſhall you be-prepared, to live well, 
and die happy. Who can tell but that text 
in Ifaiah, may be fulfilled in ſome of you, 
The child ſhall die an hundred years 
old; the meaning of which ſome have 
thought to be that ſome children who ſhall 
die young under the goſpel diſpenſation, and 
eſpecially in the happy millennium, ſhall have 
as much knowledge and experience of divine 
things, as many who, at other times, lived 
till they were very old; it is added, but the 
finner being an hundred years old, ſhall be ac- 
curſed. It is the delight of my heart, at 
times, to ſpeak to_you little ones, about 
Jeſus and his love; he can teach you great 
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things in a ſhort time; may you apply to 
him by prayer for divine inſtruction! Shall 
I be permitted to addreſs a. few words 
to you, the mourning friends, and relatives 
of the deceaſed? Remember in the midſt 
of life, you are in death : the awful occaſion, 
which you hear this morning, ſpeaks this 
language to you, Prepare to meet your 
« God': Be ye alſo ready“: Seck ye 
« the kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
« neſs3.” One who was much younger 
than any. of you, is no more, as to this 
world: may you ſeriouly confider your latter 
end! And what ſhall I ay to you, the diſ- 
conſolate parent of the dear deceaſed child ? 
I would not ſay any thing to open afreſh the 
wounds which are ſtill bleeding; but rather 
would 1. fay ſomething to afford you con- 
ſolation. Vour beloved daughter is taken 
away from the evil to come! Shall I re- 
commend to you the example of a great and 
good man, David I mean? You have imi- 
tated him while your child was living ; he 
beſought God for his child, and undoubtedly 
made uſe of all proper means for his recovery, 
for he was much LONG in that part of 
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_ uſed for the reſtoration of his child; he has 
done the ſame reſpecting yours; when in the 
death of the child, he Clearly perceived the 


him good®'! © And with holy Job, The 


(an) 


his conduct you have followed hitn : ah 
Lord refuſed to put efficacy in tie means 


mind and will of God, he was reſigned, and 


8 aroſe from the earth and waſhed and anointed 


himſelf, and changed his apparel, and came 
into the houſe of the Lord andygworthipped ; 
and came to his own houſe, and did eat 
bread, and faid; J ſhall go to him, but he 
* ſhall not return to me .“ And thus he 
appeared chearfully ſerious, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of his ſervants. God help you to 
imitate him, and to ſay, with good old Eli, 
It is the Lord: let him do What ſeemeth 


Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away 5 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord?!” And 
now may he command a bleſſing on his own 


word, and ſanctify this ſolemn opportunity 


| to o all our Foy for err Sake. Amen ** 


3 Job Is 21. 


